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Shawn Corey Carter was born in 1969 and raised in Brooklynâ€™s tough Marcy housing projects.

The J and Z trains ran by Marcy, so his friends called him Jay-Z. Hearing rap for the first time â€œâ€¦

was like watching some kind of combat, but he was alone in the center. All he had were his eyes,

taking in everything, and the words inside him. I was dazzled.â€•
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